¢ This Week at First Church

April 3, 2008

Text of the Week

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. (Luke 24:13-14)

It was the third day after the tragic Friday. Two despairing disciples were on the road. Why? We
do not know. Maybe they just needed to walk off their post-traumatic stress. As they walked, they talked,
trying to sort out the confusing events of the last three days.

Not just the two disciples, many of us go through life disillusioned and disappointed. Many of us
walk on the road of life, unable to understand what has happened to us, not knowing what we are going to
do next. Please come join us this Sunday. We will hear the rest of the story and celebrate the presence of
the Risen Christ with us.

In the Life of the Congregation

We Celebrate Birthdays:
Bruce Janacek (April 4)
Kelly Bates (April 6)
Manisha Van Ecka (April 6)
Sherry Thorburn (April 8)
David Morales (April 10)

Attendance and Giving Report — March 30, 2008

Attendance: 95
Regular & Loose: $1,759.60
Easter Offering: $30.00
Market Day: $132.10
Missionaries/Indigo: $224.00
Capital Campaign: $1,025.00

Inquirers’ Class — Beginning this Sunday; April 6, 13, 20, 27

If you are interested in joining the church or knowing more about Christian life and faith, please plan on
attending the Inquirer’s Class. The questions explored will include: Who is God? What does it mean to be
a Christian today? Who are the people called Methodists? What does it mean to join the church? This
four week session class will be held on Sundays at 9:00 — 9:50 a.m. in the Pastor’s Study. Please contact
Pastor Young-Mee for more information. Childcare will be provided.

Youth Group — This Sunday, April 6, 2:45 — 6:00 p.m.

On Sunday, April 6, the Youth Group will go on a field trip to visit a Korean Zen Buddhist Temple,
located at 1710 W. Cornelia, Chicago, IL 60657. All youth are strongly encouraged to attend. Friends and
family members are welcome to join us. Please meet at the church at 2:45 p.m. for a brief orientation.
Trips to a Mosque, Synagogue, Catholic Church, and other places of worship will be planned throughout
the coming school year.




First Monday Bible Study — This Monday, April 7, 7:30 — 9:00 p.m.
The class will meet on Monday, April 7, in the Parlor. “Holy Spirit” will be our topic. All are invited to
attend.

Health and Fitness Circle of UMW — Saturdays, April 12, 19, 26, and May 3

Dance your way into spring! The Health and Fitness Circle of UMW is presenting a FREE dance class for
the women of First-Oak Park and our cluster UMW units. Judy Gazaway will be teaching Latin and
Freestyle dance moves on April 12, 19, 26 and May 3 at 10 a.m. Please dress comfortably, bring a towel
and water bottle. Participants will be required to sign a disclaimer. Please contact Judy to sign up for these
classes [healthfitness@fumcoakpark.org].

CROP WALLK, Bread Sale — Sunday April 13

To commemorate the 25™ anniversary of our local CROP WALK, the CROP WALK committee will be
baking bread at Great Harvest on April 12. We will be selling loaves of wheat bread on Sunday, April 13,
during the Fellowship Hour for $5.00 a loaf. Please see Lowell Eckberg this Sunday to preorder your
bread.

Earth Day Reception —Sunday, April 20

The 3-6 grade Sunday School class will be hosting a No Styrofoam Day reception in honor of Earth Day
during Fellowship Hour. Please come and support our children and their commitment to preserving God’s
earth.

Book Club —Sunday, April 20

The Book Club will convene on April 20 at 7:00 p.m. at Betty Pasquale’s home. Mexicalifornia by Victor
Davis Hanson will be discussed. Copies of the book are available at the Oak Park Library. There are no
age restrictions on these discussions. All younger readers are urged to join in. Questions? Contact the
Book Club [bookclub@fumcoakpark.org].

Wesleyan Circle —Tuesday, April 22

The Wesleyan Circle will be hosting a dinner meeting on Tuesday, April 22 at 6:00 p.m. The dinner
program will be given by Norma Blanchard and Bob Burchill, who will share experiences from their trip
to Turkey. Questions? Contact Judy Eckberg or Aida Linzaga [wesleyan@fumcoakpark.org].

UMW Bazaar, Bake, and Book Sale —Saturday, May 3

The United Methodist Women are now collecting trinkets, collectibles and jewelry as well as books for
the UMW Spring Bazaar, Bake and Book Sale. Items can be delivered to the west end of the stage in
Fellowship Hall. Questions? Contact Aida Linzaga or Nancy Hiestand [umw@fumcoakpark.org].

UMM Spring Pancake Breakfast —Saturday, May 3

The United Methodist Men want you to save the date of Saturday, May 3 from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall to attend the Spring Pancake Breakfast. Questions? Contact Emmie Linzaga
[umm@fumcoakpark.org].

Building Briefs

The Oak Park Avenue Doors are in the process of being restored this week. The Superior Avenue Doors
are completely finished. Also, a video security system is being installed at the door entrances. Thank you
for your patience; thank you for your love and support of the church.



On a different note, if you are able, please park on Euclid or Chicago Aves, leaving the parking spaces
close to the church building for visitors and members with special needs. Let us make our church a truly
welcoming place for all those who gather!

Mark Your Calendars

Adult Sunday School - Sundays, 9:00 a.m., Parlor

Children’s Choir Rehearsals - Sundays, 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary

Chancel Choir Rehearsals - Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

United Methodist Men Breakfast — Sunday, March 30, 8:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Cabinet — Saturday, April 5, 9:00 a.m., Pastor’s Study

StitchCraft Knitting Circle - Friday, April 11, noon to 3:00 p.m., Parlor

Market Day Pickup — Saturday, April 12, 10:45 — 11:45 a.m., Pastor’s Study
Trustees Meeting — Sunday, April 13, 11:15 a.m., Parlor

Communications Committee — Saturday, April 19, 9:00 a.m., Pastor’s Study
Third Sunday Fellowship — Sunday, April 20, noon, Oak Park Arms

Stewardship Committee — Monday, April 21, 7:00 p.m., Parlor

Council on Ministry — Monday, April 28, 7:00 p.m., Parlor

Missions Committee — Tuesday, April 29, 7:00 p.m., Parlor

UMM Pancake Day / UMW Bake Sale & Bazaar — Sat., May 3, 8:00 — 11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Mission & Service Opportunities

Crop Walk — Sunday, May 4

Get out your walking shoes and/or your check books. It's time to start gearing up for this year's CROP
WALKI! The 25th Anniversary of Hunger Walkathon West, Oak Park, River Forest, and Forest Park 's
CROP WALK, will take place this year on Sunday, May 4. Contact Craig Zeller or Lowell Eckberg for
ore information [cropwalk@fumcoakpark.org].

Training Opportunities

Go to the Mountain, Go to the Masses — April 12, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Glenview UMC

Originally scheduled for December 1, 2007, this conference on spiritual leadership has been rescheduled
for April 12. All those who have a deep desire to grow as disciples of Christ are strongly encouraged to
attend. Please contact Pastor Young-Mee to register by April 5 or for more information.

Connectional Partner Events

United Methodist Men District Concert

The Northwestern United Methodist Men are planning a District-wide choir concert in May 2008 at St.
John’s United Methodist Church of Oak Park. The next rehearsal will be held in our Fellowship Hall on
Saturday, April 19, at 10:00 a.m. If you are interested in joining this concert event, contact the UMM
[umm@fumcoakpark.org].

Community Events

Native Garden Experts Program — April 5, Oak Park Library

Doug Chien and Michele Gurgas will present a free program on " Native Gardens - Why, How and When
to Plant.” This program will be held at 2 p.m. in the Veterans Room on April 5 at the Oak Park Public
Library, 834 Lake Street . The program is sponsored by The Environmental Commission of Oak Park and
the Oak Park Public Library.



Government Stimulus Program Tax Rebate Service

Senior citizens who do not usually file income tax forms must file this year to qualify for the government

stimulus program tax rebate. As a community service, the Jackson Hewitt Tax Services at 7210 W.
Madison in Forest Park, at 501 Lake St. in Maywood, and at 8325 W. North Ave. in Melrose Park, will
assist these seniors at no charge in filing a 1040A Stimulus return.

Athletic Shoe Recycling — 19" Century Club, Oak Park
The 19" Century Club is collecting worn athletic shoes through the month of April. The shoes go to

Nike’s “Reuse a Shoe” campaign where they are recycled to produce athletic surfaces. Only athletic shoes

may be donated. Drop off items Tuesday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Worship Leader Schedule
April May
Leaders 6 13 20 27 4
Liturgist Liz Gracie Bunny Carey | Cora Burton Jill Janssen Mimi Van Der
Leden
Readers Haley Burke | Tyler Middleton Kristen Maureen Quinn Kobie Price
Morrison
Acolytes Tyler Claire Telleen Madeline Lena Fjortoft Noble Price
Middleton lan Telleen Zeller Manisha Van Ecka| Eric Gilardon
Noble Price Eric Gilardon
Ushers Dick Carey | Cora McCulloh Ruth Dorothy & Norm | Aida Linzaga
Sally Johnston| Bob & Cora Bohannon Patinka Dick Carey
Tom Telleen Burton Linda Cora & John Sally Johnston
Bill Gilardon | David Feddeler Edwards McCulloh
Sally
Johnston
Bill Gilardon
Sound Dick Carey | David Morales |[GregJanssen| Greg Janssen
Minister
Sunday Cindi Buchta & Megan Dickel (Pre-School),
School & Nancy Fjortoft & Bill Gilardon (Intermediate)
Nursery Tegan Hannah Zeller David & Kelly & Mike Cindi & John
Harrington Gayla Hornbaker Buchta
Morales
Counters |Sally Johnston| David Feddeler Ruth Marilyn Fall Sally Johnston
Gwen Jean Edwards Bohannon Bill Wigham  |Gwen Meadows
Meadows Linda
Edwards
Care Cards | Cora Burton | Linda Edwards Ruth Dorothy Patinka | Cora Burton
Bohannon




Altar Bhagwandas John & Cindi
Flowers |& Padma Ezra Buchta in
Celebration of

their 13" Wedding
Anniversary

Member Care Pastor-Parish

Member Care Member Care Grades 3-6

Coffee Hour

Sunday

School Class

in Honor of
Earth Day

PADS Liaison
4/3 4/10 4/17 4/24 5/1 5/8
Linda Edwards | Bill Wigham Rae Kalin Carol Milburn

Rae Kalin [ Carol Milburn

This information is for the friends and members of First United Methodist Church of Oak Park, 324 N.
Oak Park Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois. If you do not wish to receive this weekly e-newsletter, please reply
to this e-mail and request that your name be removed from the congregation's electronic mailing list.

More information can be found at http://www.fumcoakpark.org.




